
 

Summer Reading Assignment AICE European History Milner 2022-2023 

Students taking AICE European History should expect a rigorous, College Level Course in the 
fall. The class covers seven (4) major areas: The French Revolution and Napoleonic Era; The 
Industrial Revolution in Great Britain; The Age of Liberalism and Nationalism in Germany 
(Revolutions of 1848/ Unification of Germany/ Bismarck’s Germany); and  The Russian 
Revolution including the Russian Civil War. To prepare for the course, students should begin 
browsing these topics on the Internet material over the summer. In addition to research of factual 
material, students are required to select one historical novel to read over the summer. 

The novels listed on the back of this sheet are available at the Public Library and most area 
bookstores as well as online. Select an area of interest and a related novel. As you read the novel, 

note how the book handles historic events. Ask yourself: 

“How did the novel portray this period in history?” 

“What perceptions would one gain about this time period from the novel?” 

“Would you recommend this book to another person – for historic relevance or for 
entertainment?” Note: Your recommendation (or non-recommendation) must include reasons 
why? “I liked it” is not a reason why and neither is “I think students would get a lot out of it” 

Your reasons must be specific and related to your historical research on the internet. Include at 
least 4 specific reasons. THIS IS NOT AN 8th GRADE BOOK REPORT, it is a historic analysis. 

(How and why the book was written during or about the period.)  

Assignment - each student must write a two-page Assignment that should include: 

- a short (1-2 paragraph) summary of the plot 

- brief (1-2 paragraph) reflection on the historic era  

- a lengthier (1-2 pages) explanation of the novel’s historic value 

(use the questions above for this section of the assignment) 

Requirements - 

Reports must be typed. Font no larger than 14 (this is 14).  

Three-page minimum. Four pages maximum. 750-1000 words No more 

Due the third week of Class – Friday, September 2, 2022 



Note: This is the first part of the assignment. After turning it in for marking (a test score) 
students will research the actual time period. Students will then write a second paper, comparing 
historical fact with the historical fiction in the novel for the first quarter Term Paper. 

 

Suggested Historical Fiction and Monographs for European History 

SELECT ONLY ONE 

1. A Tale of Two Cities   Charles Dickens  French Revolution 

2. Lt. Hornblower   C.S. Forester  Napoleonic Era 

3. The Count of Monte Cristo    Alexander Dumas  19th Century France 

4. All in Scarlet Uniform           Adrian Goldsworthy     Napoleonic wars 

5. Sorrows of Young Werther    Johann von Goethe       19th Century Germany 

6. Dr. Zhivago    Boris Pasternak  Russian Revolution 

7. Royal Flash                             George Fraser                German Unification 

8. Oliver Twist                            Charles Dickens             Industrial Revolution in Britain 

9. The Scarlet Pimpernel            Baroness Orczy            French Revolution 

10. The House of Government     Yuri Slezkine                Russian Revolution 


